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Asquith, who described the interview in a letter to his wife the same
evening :
To Us Wife.
10 DowTmra st.
Mar. 4, 1908.
I had quite a pleasant interview with the King after the Privy Council
yesterday. He talked sensibly about the Licensing Bill and other such
matters, and said generally that he thought the offices in the present
Government were very well filled, and that he would be sorry to see
anything in the nature of a general shuffling of the cards. The only
exception he made was - , whom he is anxious to get rid of, and to
see Bron (Lord Lucas) of whom he spoke highly in his place. He had
heard gossip that Winston was anxious to get into the Cabinet keeping his
present office of Under-Secretary. He was opposed to this and said that
Queen Victoria had vetoed a similar proposal by Rosebery in favour of
E. Grey when he was Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs. I said that
Winston had every claim to Cabinet rank and that he had behaved very
well when twice passed over for Loulou and McKenna, both of whom had
inferior claims. The King agreed and was quite warm in his praise of
Winston, but thought he must wait till some real Cabinet Office fell
vacant.
He said he had quite made up his mind to send for me at once in the
event of anything happening to C.-B., or of his sending in his resignation.
He thought it a pity C.-B. would not go to the Lords, and said there was
no inconsistency in his doing so with his House of Lords policy. I told
him I was sure C.-B. would never do it. He said he thought C.-B. very
useful so long as he was equal to the job, as making things smooth and
keeping people together. But it was evident that he was breaking up,
and we must provide for the future : what were my plans ? I told Hm
I should do as little as possible — probably nothing — to alter the composi-
tion of the Cabinet or shift the men, at any rate until after the Session
was over, and that in the meantime at any rate I should keep the
Exchequer. He didn't know that this had ever been done, but I reminded
him that Mr. G. combined the Offices twice, not to mention Pitt and
others. He said it would be far the best arrangement. He talked a little
all over the place, smoking a cigar, about Roosevelt, Macedonia, Congo,
etc. He said that if a change became necessary he hoped I would at
once come out to him at Biarritz. He was very agreeable, and ended by
asking after you. Altogether it was quite a satisfactory interview.
IVom the beginning of March onwards Canapboll-Bannermaii
grew rapidly worse, and the position now became one of great
embarrassment for his colleagues, and especially Asqtrith, who was
presiding over the Cabinet and leading the House of Commons in
his absence. With the King at Biarritz and the Prime Minister
unable to attend to urgent business, the Government of the country
was very nearly in abeyance during the month of March. But the
King was anxious that the Prime Minister's resignation, if it became

